
CITY COUNCIL 
CITY OF CREEDE, COLORADO – A TOWN 

November 10, 2003 
REGULAR MEETING 
 The City Council of the City of Creede – a Town, County of Mineral, State of Colorado, met in regular 
session in the Creede Town Hall at the hour of 7:35 p.m.  There being present at the call of the roll the following 
persons: 
  COUNCIL MEMBERS: John Goss, Merle Knous, Jennifer Homsher, Gene Dooley 
            ABSENT:  JB Alexander, Chuck Barnes (out of town), BJ Myers (medical) 
 

Trustee Goss, presiding as Chairman in the absence of the Mayor and the Mayor Pro Tem, declared a 
quorum present: 

 Those members of staff also present were as follows: 
      Robin Crites, City Attorney 
      Clyde Dooley, City Manager 
      Pamela Wilson, City Clerk/Treasurer 
 
FIRST ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 After the City Clerk called the meeting to order, she explained to the Board that their first order of business 
was to appoint someone amongst them to chair this meeting due to the absence of both the Mayor and the Mayor 
Pro Tem.  Trustee Homsher nominated Trustee Goss and Trustee Dooley seconded the nomination.  The vote was 
unanimous.  Trustee Goss was appointed to chair this meeting. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA______________________________________________________________________ 
 Pamela added BPOE-special events permit as (h) Reports and Presentations. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR October 14 and 24, 2003                   ___________________________________ 
 Trustee Knous moved and Trustee Homsher seconded to approve the minutes of October 14, 2003 as 
presented.  The vote was unanimous.  Trustee Goss, presiding as chair, declared the motion carried.  Trustee Knous 
moved and Trustee Homsher seconded to approve the minutes of October 24, 2003 as presented.  The vote was 
unanimous.  Trustee Goss, presiding as chair, declared the motion carried. 
 
ACCEPT AND PAY BILLS_____________________________________________________________________ 
 Trustee Knous moved and Trustee Homsher seconded to accept and pay bills as identified on the cash 
disbursements journal.  The vote was unanimous.  Trustee Goss, presiding as chair, declared the motion carried.  It 
was also agreed to pay the Brown’s Septic Invoice as well. 
 
REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS______________________________________________________________ 
CITY MANAGER’S/MAINTENANCE REPORT 
 These two reports were combined this month. 
 City Manager Dooley shared with Council how Ben and Robert of the public works department located and 
repaired a water leak that will save the City 4.5 million gallons of water over the course of a year.  Trustee Goss 
also talked about the maintenance agreement with Mineral County that the City has for the Midwest Mine.  This 
shared task between the City and the County should work well for the good of these communities. 
 
SHERIFF’S REPORT 
 Included with this report was a letter from Sheriff Leggitt, once again asking Council to consider and 
commit to the additional fourteen thousand dollars per year that he is needing toward his budget to hire an 
additional deputy and better allocate his resources throughout the County.  There was more discussion by the 
Board, but the City is still working on the City budget and will need to get a little further into the budget process to 
make certain these funds will be available. 
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CHAMBER REPORT 
 Pat Richmond was available to answer questions concerning her chamber report.  She reviewed with 
Council some of the upcoming events for Creede. 
 
WRITTEN REPORTS 
 This included the recreation report.  This report was read and reviewed. 
 
WILLOW CREEK RECLAMATION COMMITTEE (LEIGH ANN VRADENBURG) ON BEHALF OF THE 
MINERAL COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS ASSOCIATION 
 Both Leigh Ann Vradenburg of WCRC and Jenny Inge of MCFA were present to explain to Council what 
their association is with each other as well as what their intentions are for the property the Fairground Association 
is to receive by donation from John Parker.  This program will oversee the clean up of approximately forty-six 
acres near Airport Corner that are contaminated with mine waste.  The Fairgrounds Association will be applying for 
a Brownfields clean up grant through the Environmental Protection Agency which could provide up to two hundred 
thousand dollars for this clean up.  Strong community support for both the clean up and the proposed 
redevelopment will be what the reviewers of the application are looking for.  Vradenburg and Inge are asking the 
City to write a letter of support for this project.  Trustee Knous moved and Trustee Homsher seconded to have the 
City write a letter of support for the Mineral County Fairgrounds Association for submission with the Brownfields 
application.  The vote was unanimous.  Trustee Goss, presiding as chair, declared the motion carried.  Mayor Myers 
has already drafted a letter that will be sent. 
 
CREEDE CHILD CARE CENTER 
 Carol Geil was available to thank the Board for their continued support of the child care center.  She also 
noted that the center will be celebrating seven years this next May.  Carol made a very neat and informative 
presentation to the Board, explaining the continued need and benefit to the community. 

Melanie Freedle took the floor to address the Council.  Melanie reviewed the center’s revenues with the 
Board.  Some of which are grants.  The less debt an applicant has on their financial statements, the better chance 
they have of being awarded grant monies.  It has been determined that it costs approximately eight dollars per hour 
per child to operate the center.  Currently the parent revenues cover about thirty-five percent of those costs.  The 
center will be increasing the rates for child care effective December 1, 2003.  Also, the Mineral County 
Commissioners have been asked to consider raising the poverty level in Mineral County to two hundred twenty-five 
percent.  This will allow more families that use the child care center to qualify for the Child Care Assistance 
Program (CCAP).  The center has also asked Mineral County to increase their monetary support of the daycare.  
She stated the balance still owed to the City by the Child Care Center from previous help with their payroll to be 
eleven thousand three hundred eighty-seven dollars and eighty-nine cents at the end of September.  What she is 
asking of the City, in addition to the current seven hundred dollars a month in kind for the building, is an annual 
reduction of fifteen hundred dollars of the present debt until the debt is paid off.  Currently, they pay the City ten 
percent of each month’s child care payments and they will continue to pay that until the debt is paid in full.  Trustee 
Knous moved and Trustee Dooley seconded to accept their proposal and relieve their debt by fifteen hundred 
dollars per year until it is paid in full.  The vote was unanimous.  Trustee Goss, presiding as chair, declared the 
motion carried. 
 
SKATE PARK PROPOSAL (DEANNA PHENIX) 
 Deanna Phenix was present, with considerable support in the audience, to present to Council a proposal 
which included a request of the City for the use of an eighty foot by one hundred foot lot north of the ball park 
restrooms and south of Benita Lawson’s trailer.  There was discussion of whether or not there might be another 
location to donate for the park if this specific property was unfavorable to the people of the community and/or the 
Board of Trustees.  Jenny Inge of the Mineral County Fairgrounds Association told Phenix that actually they have 
set aside some property at the proposed fairgrounds for a skate park.  Phenix thanked the association, but was still  
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more interested in having the skate park in town where it would be more accessible to the school age children that 
do not yet drive.  Phenix also asked for a letter of support from the City.  This letter, along with letters from 
Mineral County, the school and others, will be of help in the funding process.  The Board asked Phenix if she could 
provide pictures and a diagram of the proposed park.  This would better assist the Council in determining their 
extent of support and what property they could consider making available for the park.  Phenix said she could 
provide pictures from other parks of comparable size.  Trustee Knous moved and Trustee Dooley seconded that the 
City is interested in the skate park and will write a letter to that effect for the skate park.  The vote was unanimous.  
Trustee Goss, presiding as chair, declared the motion carried.  It was decided that the Board will need to see some 
pictures and plans before they dedicate any property for this project. 
 
SPECIAL EVENTS PERMIT FOR BPOE ELKS LODGE NO. 506 
 Trustee Knous moved and Trustee Dooley seconded to approve a special events permit to the Elks for New 
Year’s Eve.  The vote was unanimous.  Trustee Goss, presiding as chair, declared the motion carried. 
 
OLD BUSINESS______________________________________________________________________________ 
MCLAUGHLIN’S “UTILITY ORDINANCE PROVISIONS” (TAP AND CONSUMPTION FEES) 
 Ron McLaughlin was available to answer questions about his utility ordinance provisions.  McLaughlin 
pointed out that the water and waste water is a large part of the Town’s business.  He was asked a year ago to look 
at the fees associated with water and waste water and put together a draft ordinance that Council will consider to 
adopt.  McLaughlin explained some of the different fees he has incorporated into his draft.  He also explained how 
using an EQR will work for the City of Creede.  There were questions asked of him to explain by giving examples 
of whom would pay these fees and when.  It was suggested by City Attorney Crites that when the time comes to 
pass the ordinance, to do so by title only as to not have to publish the entire ordinance.  The Board will need to 
approve the policies that authorize City Attorney Crites to write the ordinance.  The fees/rates set by the Board 
should be established by resolution as to more easily amend them as needed without having to change the 
ordinance.  Also, any penalties that may apply should be stated in the ordinance.  McLaughlin will send Crites a CD 
of the ordinance and they, together, will be making some adjustments to it for the Board to look at again. 
 
NEW BUSINESS______________________________________________________________________________ 
CIRSA INSURANCE 
 Trustee Homsher moved and Trustee Knous seconded that the City elects to participate in automobile 
medical payments optional coverage for 2004.  The vote was unanimous.  Trustee Goss, presiding as chair, declared 
the motion carried. 
 Trustee Homsher moved and Trustee Dooley seconded that the City declines the boiler and machinery 
coverage for 2004.  The vote was unanimous.  Trustee Goss, presiding as chair, declared the motion carried.  It was 
determined that the City does not have any boilers or machinery that this insurance would cover. 
 
CCOERA RESOLUTION 03-11 
 This has been tabled until the Friday, November 21, 2003 meeting.  Pamela was asked to find out why 
CCOERA makes changes, that need to be approved, late in the year that are retroactive to the first of the year. 
 
ICE SKATING RINK ISSUES 
 City Manager Dooley explained to Council that the Ice Skating Rink can not be located on the ball field at 
the ball park this year because it interferes with the school using the field for sporting event practices and the school 
does contribute to the upkeep of the ball park and is entitled to use it.  The ground next to the restrooms is not very 
level and would need some excavation to make it level.  The ground needs to be as level as possible for the rink to 
set up properly.  Dooley will check with Chuck Fairchild at the Community Center about using a portion of their 
parking lot for the rink.  Council thought this was a good idea and like that possible location for the rink. 
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IN ADDITION________________________________________________________________________________ 
 City Manager Dooley gave Council copies of the supplemental budget for 2003 and the cash flow report 
reflecting actual figures through September.  This supplemental budget will be on the agenda for Friday, November 
21, 2003.  It will need to be approved so it can be sent to the State before the end of the year and before the 2004 
budget can be completed and approved. 
 
ADJOURN   __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 There being no further business to come before the Council at this time, Trustee Homsher moved, and 
Trustee Dooley seconded, that the meeting be adjourned.  The vote was unanimous.  Trustee Goss, presiding as 
chair, declared the motion carried and the meeting was adjourned at 10:27 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted:      Approved by City Council 
 
 
__________________________________   _____________________________________ 
Pamela Wilson, City Clerk/Treasurer    Betty Jean Myers, Mayor 
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